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SECRET SECTION 1 OF 2 ATHENS 8327 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GR 

SUBJECT: GREEK POLITICAL LEADERSHIP - ANDREAS PAPANDREOU 

1. SUMMARY. IN THE 1974 GREEK ELECTION ANDREAS PAPANDREOU SUSTAINED 
DEEP AND PERHAPS EVEN MORTAL POLITICAL WOUNDS. WITH ABOUT 14 0/0 
OF THE VOTE GOING FOR HIM, PAPANDREOU WOULD HAVE A TOLERABLE 
SHOWING EXCEPT FOR THE FACT THAT MUCH OF THE BALANCE OF 86 0/0 
OF THE VOTE WAS SELF-CONSCIOUSLY CAST AGAINST HIM. PAPANDREOU’S 
FRENZY IN THE FINAL WEEK OF THE CAMPAIGN HAD THE NEGATIVE EFFECT 
OF DRIVING UNDECIDED MIDDLE CLASS VOTERS TOWARD CARAMANLIS. IN 
THE CAMPAIGN, PAPANDREOU TRIED TO CREATE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE 
WAS THE MAIN ALTERNATIVE NOT ONLY TO CARAMANLIS, BUT TO THE 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TRADITIONS OF GREECE ITSELF. HIS DEFEAT 
SHOWED HOW UNWILLING THE GREEK PEOPLE WERE TO ACCEPT HIS VISION 
OF A SOCIALIST, NON-ALIGNED GREECE, OUTLINED AS IT WAS IN THE 
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LURID LANGUAGE OF CLASS WARFARE AND CONSPIRACY. 
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PAPANDREOU HAS THE IMMEDIATE TASK BEEORE HIM OF SUSTAINING HIS 
FINANCING, HIS CHARISMA AND HIS LIVER. AT THE AGE OF 56 - AND 
HIS FATHER WAS 76 WHEN HE LAST WON THE PREMIERSHIP - HE WOULD 
APPEAR STILL TO HAVE PROSPECTS, THOUGH, IN VIEW OF HIS OWN 
WEAKNESSES, NOT VERY BRIGHT ONES. HE FIRST HAS TO DEAL WITH THE 
PERSONAL PROBLEMS OF HIS AMBIVALENT PERSONALITY, COPE WITH THE 
POLITICAL AND PSYCHIC DRAG OF HIS AMERICAN ROOTS, AND COME UP 
WITH A PROGRAM TO ATTRACT MORE MIDDLE CLASS SUPPORT. HE IS NOT 
LIKELY TO GET GOOD COUNSEL EITHER FROM THE LEET OR CENTER, WHICH 
RESENT THE FACT THAT HIS VOTES LARGELY CAME OUT OF THEIR ELANKS, 
NOR EROM HIS PARLIAMENTARY BASE WHICH AT A DOZEN DEPUTIES IS TOO 
SMALL TO DISCIPLINE HIS DOMINANT PERSONALITY. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. PAPANDREOU OR SIMPLY "ANDREAS" AS HE IS CALLED BY FRIEND 
AND ENEMY ALIKE, HAS SOUNDED HIS ANTI-AMERICAN THEME SINCE 1964 
WITH A BRASHNESS THAT STRIKES MANY AS UNCHARITABLE IF NOT 
PSYCHOTIC. FROM US HE GAINED HIS HIGHER EDUCATION (HARVARD PH.D. 
1943), HIS WIFE, MARGARET, HIS REPUTATION EARNED AT MINNESOTA, 
NORTHWESTERN AND BERKELEY, AS A BRILLIANT ECONOMIST, AND FOUR 
CHILDREN WITH DUAL CITIZENSHIP. IN 1967 THE INTERVENTION OF 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON FREED PAPANDREOU FROM JUNTA IMPRISONMENT AND 
POSSIBLY SAVED HIM FROM DEATH. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ALUMNI OF 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSY WHO RECALL THAT ANDREAS AND MARGARET WERE 
CHARMING AND POSITIVE PERSONALITIES ON THE ATHENS SCENE IN THE 
INTERIM YEARS 1959-63 WHEN PAPANDREOU WAS TRYING TO DETERMINE 

HIS NATIONAL IDENTITY AND HIS POLITICAL FORTUNE. THEY ALSO RECALL 
THE TENSION THAT EXISTED BETWEEN ANDREAS AND HIS FATHER OVER THE 
"AMERICANNESS" OF HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, AND HIS OWN EFEORTS, 
AGAINST HIS EATHER'S WISHES, TO PRESERVE HIS AMERICAN CITIZEN- 
SHIP. EVEN AT THE PRESENT ADVANCED STAGE OF HIS PROFESSIONAL ANTI- 
AMERICANISM, PAPANDREOU IS THE ONLY GREEK POLITICIAN WHO TRAVELS 
WITH AMERICAN FRIENDS - THE CALIFORNIA LIBERALS, STANLEY AND 
BETTY SHEINBAUM, AND THE ECONOMIST PAUL SWEAZEY, RETURNED WITH 
PAPANDREOU TO HELP LAUNCH HIS CAMPAIGN IN GREECE. 

PAPANDREOU HAS GIVEN BACK TO AMERICA HIS CITIZENSHIP WHICH HE 
VOLUNTARILY RENOUNCED EARLY IN 1964 ON THE EVE OF FIRST STANDING 
FOR ELECTED OEFICE IN GREECE. AT THE RECENT CAMPAIGN RALLIES, 
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HIS WIFE STOOD BESIDE HIM, SMILING BENIGNLY AS CHEERLEADERS LED 
THE "OUT AMERICANS" CHANTING. EVEN GREEKS MOST CRITICAL OE THE 
UNITED STATES AND AMERICAN EOREIGN POLICY FOUND THIS HARD TO 
UNDERSTAND OR TO CONDONE. FOR THOSE WHO VIEW HIM AS SHAMEFULLY 
UNGRATEFUL TO HIS ADOPTED LAND, THERE IS, POSSIBLY, SWEET IRONY 
IN THE COMMON ACCUSATION MADEEVEN TODAY, FROM THE EXTREME RIGHT 
AND LEFT, AND ALL GREEK HUMORISTS, THAT HE IS A LIFELONG CIA 
DOUBLE AGENT. 

3. AFTER lOANNIDES AND PAPADOPOULOS, ANDREAS PAPANDREOU IS 
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PROBABLY THE MOST DISLIKED GREEK AROUND. SOME OF THIS HOSTILITY 
AGAINST HIM IS A JUDGMENT NOT ON ANDREAS BUT ON HIS CRITICS - 
THEIR ENVY, JEALOUSY, SENSE OF PERSONAL BETRAYAL, FRUSTRATED 
OPPORTUNISM, EGO DRIVES - THE USUAL COMPLEX OF RAGES THAT ATTEND 
AND UNDERMINE ALL LEADING GREEK POLITICIANS. BUT THE NATIONAL 
ANTIPATHY GOES DEEPER THAN THE MERELY PETTY. EVANGELOS AVEROFF- 
TOSSITSAS, WHOM MOST CONSIDER A GENTLEMAN AND A MODERATE, NOT TOO 
LONG AGO TOLD THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, "ANDREAS IS THE ONLY MAN 
ALIVE WHO I WOULD KILL WITH MY OWN HANDS. HE IS NEITHER A GREEK 
NOR A HUMAN BEING." THERE IS A CONSENSUS AMONG THE POLITICALLY 
THOUGHTFUL THAT ANDREAS' OWN DEGREE OF OPPORTUNISM AND HIS 
TENDENCY TO PERSONALIZE ISSUES STRAIN EVEN THE LIBERAL PERIMETERS 
OF GREEK POLITICAL INVECTIVE. HIS SOCIALISM IS VIEWED BY MANY 
LIBERALS NOT AS A SINCERELY HELD AND CAREFULLY REASONED 
PHILOSOPHY OF GOVERNMENT BUT AS AN EXPEDIENT STRATEGY WHICH 
TOMORROW COULD BE TRADED FOR COMMUNISM, PERSONAL AUTHORITARIANISM, 
OR SOME OTHER TACTICAL FACADE FOR SELF-ADVANCEMENT. HIS 
SUSCEPTIBILITY TO THE LATEST GOSSIP, RUMOR, AND PERSONAL FLATTERY 
IS PERHAPS INORDINATE EVEN BY GREEK STANDARDS. 
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AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
SECRET SECTION 2 OE 2 ATHENS 8327 

4. PAPANDREOU'S PERSONAL EOLLOWING - AND HE HAS AS EANATICAL 
SUPPORTERS AS ANY GREEK ALIVE - IS BASED ON CERTAIN ACHIEVEMENTS - 
REAL OR SYMBOLIC - IN ADDITION TO THE CHARISMA OE THE NAME AND 
THE DEXTEROUS EXPLOITATION OF POPULAR RESENTMENTS. HE IS GENUINELY 
ADMIRED, AS HE IS EEARED, BECAUSE HE THREATENS THE ESTABLISHMENT, 
NOTWITHSTANDING HIS OWN ROOTS IN IT AND HIS PERSONAL PROCLIVITY 
EOR A LUXURIOUS STANDARD OE LIVING. IN THE EARLY NINETEEN SIXTIES 
HE WAS AMONG THE FIRST IN GREECE TO CHALLENGE THE OUTMODED 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND THE ECONOMIC DISTRIBUTION OE WEALTH - AGAIN 
WITH HIS AMERICAN EXPERIENCE MORE THAN TRUE MARXISM IN THE FORE- 
GROUND OE HIS THOUGHT. IT IS DEBATED WHETHER THE ECONOMIC BOOM 
OE THE JUNTA YEARS IS MORE ATTRIBUTABLE TO ANDREAS' BLUEPRINTS 
EOR ECONOMIC ADVANCE, WHICH THE JUNTA LARGELY INHERITED, OR TO 
CARAMANLIS' AND EVEN MARKEZINIS' EARLIER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE 
SUPERSTRUCTURE, BUT ANDREAS INDISPUTABLY BROUGHT TO GREECE A 
PROEESSIONAL TALENT FOR THEORETICAL ANALYSIS AND ORGANIZATION 
SECRET 
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THAT WAS NOVEL AND NEEDED. HE WAS AN EARLY ADVOCATE OE RE- 
ORGANIZING THE OLD-FASHIONED POLITICAL PARTY ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
HIS NEW GROUP, PASOK, HAS SHOWN SOME SUCCESS IN REALIZING 
PROGRESSIVE IDEAS AND TECHNIQUES OE PARTY WORK. PAPANDREOU HAS 
SHOWN CERTAIN PERSONAL STRENGTHS IN THE BRIEF CAMPAIGN JUST 
ENDED. HE IS NOT AN INNATELY GREAT ORATOR, AS WAS HIS EATHER, BUT 
THEN NEITHER ARE THE OTHER NATIONAL EIGURES. IN HIS RALLIES, HE 
SUCCESSFULLY ESTABLISHED RAPPORT WITH THE CROWD, WHICH MADE HIS 
SPEECHES MORE EXCITING AND MORE DANGEROUS THAN THOSE OF THE OTHER 
NATIONAL FIGURES. UNDER THE RIGHT CIRCUMSTANCES, PAPANDREOU WILL 
SAY ANYTHING. ON TELEVISION AND IN SMALLER GATHERINGS, HE IS 
PARTICULARLY CONVINCING AND PERSONABLE. HE APPEARS TO HAVE ENERGY 
AND MADE MORE CAMPAIGN APPEARANCES THAN ANY OTHER NATIONAL 
CANDIDATE, EVEN THOUGH HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE A WEAK LIVER 
DERIVED FROM A TOO GREAT EONDNESS FOR SCOTCH OVER THE YEARS. IN 
THE EARLY 1960'S, PAPANDREOU WAS THE HERO OF THE RADICAL YOUTH, 

BUT DURING THE YEARS OF EXILE HE LOST SOME OF HIS APPEAL BY 
BEING EXLUSIVELY A PROPAGANDIST, NOT A RESISTANCE EIGHTER. THE 
RAPID GROWTH OP THE PASOK YOUTH SINCE HIS AUGUST 1974 RETURN TO 
GREECE SUGGESTS HE HAS WORKED EFPECTIVELY TO REESTABLISH HIS 
BONA TIDES AS A RADICAL LEADER. AT THE SAME TIME, HE TRIED TO 
MODERATE IN THE EARLY WEEKS OP HIS RETURN HIS MORE EXTREME SLOGANS 
SO AS NOT TO GET TOO PAR IN ADVANCE OF THE GREATLY ENLARGED 
MIDDLE AND LOWER MIDDLE CLASS. IN THE CLOSING STAGES OP HIS 
CAMPAIGN, THIS RESERVE WAS ABANDONED, HOWEVER, IN PAVOR OF 
EXTREME ATTACKS AGAINST CARAMANLIS AND THE OLD CENTER. ALTHOUGH 
THE CAMPAIGN WAS NOT BASED ON ISSUES, PAPANDREOU WENT AS PAR AS 
ANY CANDIDATE IN TRYING TO POCUS PUBLIC ATTENTION ON KNOTTY 
ECONOMIC ISSUES SUCH AS THE COMMON MARKET. HIS VEHEMENT ANTI- 
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ESTABLISHMENT VIEWS EVEN HAD AN ECHO AMONG JUNTIST APOLOGISTS, 

ONE OE WHOM SAID, "WHAT GREECE NEEDS IS AN ANDREAS PAPANDREOU 
COMMITTED TO THE WEST." 

5. IT IS THE MATTER OF HIS UNCERTAIN POLITICAL COMMITMENTS AND 
LOYALTIES, NOT TO MENTION HIS CHAMELEON-LIKE PROCLIVITIES, 

THAT CONSTITUTE THE GREAT DIVIDE BETWEEN PAPANDREOU AND THE PUBLIC 
TRUST WHICH HE LACKS. PERHAPS HE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO WIN THAT 
TRUST BECAUSE HE DID, IN EACT, SPEND THE EIRST TWENTY-TWO YEARS 
OE HIS ADULT LIFE IN AN ALIEN LAND AND STILL SEES GREECE THROUGH 
AMERICAN EYES. IN FACT, ANDREAS HAS PERHAPS PUT HIS EORTUNES 
IN AN IMPOSSIBLE SQUEEZE. HE IS THE EXPATRIATE WHOSE REPEATED 
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THUNDERINGS AGAINST HIS ADOPTED LAND ONLY SERVE TO UNDERSCORE HIS 
AMBIGUOUS LOYALTIES; AND HE IS THE EVER AGING POLITICIAN 
COMMITTED TO WOOING THE YOUNG VOTE. THE RESULTS OE THE NOVEMBER 
17 ELECTION SUGGEST THAT HE HAS BECOME A POLITICAL EXILE IN HIS 
OWN COUNTRY. 

KUBISCH 
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